Autoantibodies from an SLE patient immunostain the Barr body.
To identify specific autoimmune disorders that produce autoantibodies against the mammalian Barr body, sera from 185 autoimmune patients were screened using indirect immunofluorescence on human fibroblasts. Serum from a patient with systemic lupus erythematosus immunostained epi- topes concentrated at the Barr body in female fibroblasts. Such autoantibodies provide a novel tool for characterization of Barr body composition and structure.